
EPISODE 304

RUNNING ON EMPTY
Watch as the Odd Squad Mobile Unit gets stranded in the desert on their way to  

deliver a Baby Blob!

CASE SUMMARY 
CASE: Deliver the Baby Blob to its Big Brother Blob in London!

OUTCOME: Even though the OSMU van ran out of fuel in the middle of the desert, the team 

was able to refuel and deliver the Baby Blob to its Big Brother. They measured 4 litres of 

water and caught the Baby Blob in a non-porous container! 

COLD CASE EXTENSION ACTIVITY 
Something VERY ODD has happened! Baby blobs are moving around and blobbing all the 

non-porous objects in the town! You must stop them from blobbing by finding your own 

porous and non-porous objects.  

To complete your mission you must: 

1.	 Find both porous containers AND non-porous containers

2.	 With the help of an adult (and over a sink or outside), pour water in each container and 

see if liquid passes through! If it does, that means it’s porous.



SYNOPSIS FOR TEACHERS/PARENTS:
In this episode the Mobile Unit’s van runs out of fuel (i.e., water), leaving the team stranded in the desert.  
They must refuel their van quickly to save London from being blobbed. The Squad uses their knowledge about 
liquids and units of measurement to accomplish their mission. 

This episode teaches children about litres and how to measure different amounts of liquids using addition.  
It also introduces children to the properties of different surfaces and objects that are capable of holding liquids 
(e.g., porous vs. non-porous materials).  

CURRICULUM EXPECTATIONS:
�Grade 1 Math: Measurement
	› Estimate, measure, and describe the capacity and/or mass of an object, through investigation using  

non-standard units.

	› Compare two or three objects using measurable attributes and describe the objects using relative terms.

Grade 2 Math: Measurement
	› Estimate, measure, and describe the capacity and/or mass of an object, using a variety of non-standard units. 

	› Compare and order a collection of objects by mass and/or capacity, using non-standard units.

Grade 3 Math: Measurement
	› Choose benchmarks for a kilogram and a litre to help them perform measurement tasks.

	› estimate , measure and record the mass of objects using the standard unit of the kilogram or parts of a 
kilogram (e.g., half, quarter).

	› Estimate, measure, and record the capacity of containers (e.g. juice can, milk bag), using standard unit of  
the litre or parts of a litre (e.g. half, quarter).

	› Compare and order a collection of objects, using standard units of mass (i.e., kilogram) and/or capacity  
(i.e., litre).



THIS OR THAT!

QUESTION #3
Which bottle can hold  
more liquid? 

QUESTION #2
A non-porous container is 
made of material without holes 
so liquid can’t pass through it. 
Which of these is non-porous?

QUESTION #1
Which of these measuring cups 
has 1 litre of water in it?

1. Image 2 (Full cup). 2. Image 1 (Hat). 3. Image 1 (Big jug).



QUESTION #1
A litre is a unit of measurement 

for liquid.

QUESTION #2
If you need 5 litres of water but 

only have a container that fits 

1 litre, you will need 3 containers 

to get 5 litres of water.

QUESTION #3
A porous container has holes in it 

that liquid can pass through.

TRUE OR FALSE

1. TRUE! A litre is one of many ways to measure liquid. 2. FALSE!  In order to get 5 litres of water, you will need FIVE 1-litre 
containers. 3. TRUE! Porous containers cannot hold liquid because the liquid falls through the holes. 



SORTING GAME
Sorting time! Sort these items by drawing a line from the object to the right category.

1. Non-porous. 2. Porous. 3. Porous. 4. Non-porous. 5. Porous. 6. Non-porous.
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PUZZLE
Cut along the solid white lines to make a puzzle.



SEARCH AND FIND
Can you find the following?

1-litre container

Baby blob

Water painter

Porous garbage can

Well

Pineapple juice box


